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ay lAIN WILSON ·turn out to be -.aircraft, ceived a report from the for almost an hour, and turned lto the area for a 
space junk, or_- � by Scottish air traffic control hovered or moved slowly. t. secol:Kllook yesterday. 

A spokesman at police 1 
headquarters in Dumfries 1 
admitted last nigbt: ''This 

I may be the simple expla­
nation." 

NO positive explanation 
has emerged for a UFO 
over Dumfries which was 

. witnessed by, among many 
others, five baffled police 
officers. 

Eye-witness accounts, 
made even more credible 
by those of the trained 
observers, proved so re­
marlcable tbat the police 
called a special DeWs CO� 
fereoce within hours of 
Saturdays sighting. · lbe Ministry of Defence 
is sa · little about its course� action, although 

. emphasising that most � 
l �ed flying objects 

·freak weather coDdttions. centre at Prestwick Air- UFO sightings, at dif-Professor Peter Sweet,. port which sent out an air- ferent times, were also re- They were adamant 
head of Glasgow-: Univer- craft to investigate - with ported at tbe weekend in · about wbat they had seen 
sity's departutent of negative results. Motherwell in Lanarkshire after eheckin2 both in 
astronomy; said yesterday: The report says wit- and the village of Straiton, darkness and (laylight the 
"I hope the investigators nesses include "seven in Ayrshire. now bl.ank .sky. sergeant 
treat this seriously. 11te re- people at Dumfries Royal Air traffic control who McDa\lid sa.Jd: "I've never 
port has to be treated with Infirmary, five policemen receive about two UFO re- .�n a �FO before. I'm 
more respect 'than. others and a cast of thousands." ports a month believe the still sceptical, but I know 
because the witnesses in- 1be obtect is described sighting was a meteorolog- what my eyes saw and I 
elude policemen- -b'aiBed to as oblong m shape, white in ic.al phenomenon. It is pass.- jus� cannot explain it." 

It has been established 
that GPO engineers were 
working at the transmitter 
station from ll p.m. to 3 
a.m. - and the UFO was 
sighted for almost an hour 
sho�y af��r 1 �m. 

be objective and very care- colour, with tl'lree equally. ible that an airciaft, per- One possible explanation 
ful about their obser- spaced lights at the front baps military, was in the is that the UFO may sim- 1lte police also say that 
vations." and two at the rear. area at the time. ply have been tbe lights of the · cloud level at times 

1be RAP West Dray- Many witnesses, includ- Three of tbe police a building at a GPO trans- was below tbe oblong-
ton, Station ;ID · London· � residents from Loch- officers, Sergeant Bill mitter mast. The object shaped building, and the 
wbicb collates USO iDfor- sioe councn estate, said tbe McDavid, Constable Jim was roughly -in -the same Ughting in the station 
mation for the s_try of large, brilliantly-lit, object Smith and Policewoman direction as tbe mast on would have been shining Defence, bas .• � �· was about 500ft. up, visible �ame!a B�, an re-: ��-�ilL ___ -· �t _of th�_ �ows. . _ 


